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YOU ARE INVITED
The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT), District One, is hosting an alternatives public meeting about the Project Development and Environment (PD&E)
study of Cortez Bridge on State Road (SR) 684 in Manatee County. The study limits are SR 684 (Cortez Road) from SR 789 (Gulf Drive) to 123rd Street West, a distance
of about one mile.
The FDOT will hold the meeting from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. on Tuesday, August 9, 2016 at Saint Bernard Catholic Church activity center, 248 South Harbor Drive, in Holmes
Beach. At this meeting, the FDOT will display information for people’s review and comment about future repair or replacement of the existing two-lane bridge.
Replacement alternatives, which would be constructed on the north side of the existing bridge, include a 21-foot vertical clearance drawbridge, a 35-foot vertical
clearance drawbridge,
g , and a 65-foot vertical clearance fixed bridge
g within the existingg corridor.
The meeting will be an open-house format where people can ask questions and provide comments to FDOT representatives in a one-on-one setting. A video will explain
the various alternatives. Interested people can complete a comment sheet at the meeting or take it home, complete and mail it to the FDOT by August 19, 2016.
The FDOT is sending notices to property owners located within 300 feet either side of SR 684 within the study limits, people living or owning property west of 115th
Street West on the mainland approach to Cortez Bridge, and everyone who lives or owns property on Anna Maria Island. The FDOT encourages all interested people to
attend and express their views regarding the project and information presented.

Public Involvement
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Following approval, the project is eligible to advance to the design, right-of-way acquisition and construction phases as
they are funded. The design phase (preparation of plans) for the No-Build (Repair) or Build (replacement) alternative is
funded in fiscal year 2018 of FDOT’s Five Year Work Program. Right of way acquisition is funded in fiscal year 2019.
Construction is not currently funded in the program, which runs through mid-2021.
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The FDOT solicits public participation without regard to race, color, national origin, age, sex, religion, disability, or family status. People who require special
accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act or who require translation services (free of charge) should contact Shelly Smith, District One Title VI
Coordinator, at 863-519-2761 or email at shelly.smith@dot.state.fl.us. The FDOT needs about one week advance notice to make arrangements.
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WHAT’S NEXT?

Engineering and Environmental Analysis

FDOT will present the 21-foot vertical clearance drawbridge, the 35-foot vertical clearance drawbridge, and 65-foot vertical clearance fixed bridge Build
alternatives along with the No-Build (Repair) alternative at the alternatives public meeting on August 9, 2016, to solicit your comments.

Select Recommended Alternative
Draft/Final Project Documents
Draft/Final Project Document/Agency Review
Location and Design Concept Acceptance (LDCA)
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STAY INFORMED
We urge you to participate in this study and invite your comments and questions. If you received this newsletter, you are
included on the PD&E study mailing list. If you would like to add a name and/or address, please contact:

Tony Sherrard
Project Manager | Florida Department of Transportation
801 North Broadway Avenue | P.O. Box 1249 Bartow, FL 33831
863-519-2304 | antone.sherrard@dot.state.fl.us
www.cortezbridge.com

Following the alternatives public meeting, FDOT will again review people’s comments and, together with engineering and environmental analyses, refine the
viable Build alternatives. We will conduct a thorough analysis of potential environmental effects and document the findings in several reports. Coordination
with local governmental entities will continue.
Then, FDOT will present the Build alternative(s) and the No-Build (Repair) alternative at a formal public hearing to solicit your comments. The hearing is
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assignment from the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), the lead federal agency for this study. If specific coordination with the FHWA is required, it will
be facilitated by FDOT Central Office.
Following approval, the project is eligible to advance to the design, right-of-way acquisition and construction phases as they are funded. The design phase
(preparation of plans) for the No-Build (Repair) or Build (replacement) alternative is funded in fiscal year 2018 of FDOT’s Five Year Work Program. Right of way
acquisition is funded in fiscal year 2019. Construction is not currently funded in the program, which runs through mid-2021.

BUS LANE ALTERNATIVES
Comment Sheet

In June 2015, Manatee County government requested that the FDOT look at providing a dedicated transit lane across a future improved Cortez Bridge. The Manatee Chamber
of Commerce supported the county’s request. In the next several months, the FDOT developed two additional Build alternatives. One alternative included a center bus lane
that separated the bridge through lanes. The second alternative included a bus lane in each direction on the outside of the through lanes. Following an extensive analysis,
the FDOT determined the benefit of the predicted small reduction of personal vehicles crossing the bridge each day did not justify the cost of the bus lanes. Therefore,
these bus lane alternatives were eliminated.

The Project Development and Environment (PD&E) study has developed the No-Build (Repair) alternative and three Build alternatives for further consideration.
The No-Build (Repair) alternative is a short-term (10-year) solution that will address the deteriorating structural condition of Cortez Bridge. This alternative will tentatively
begin in 2025. Repairs completed in a March 2015 project are expected to last until then. The FDOT completed the 11-month, $4.4 million project to repair structural,
mechanical and electrical components of the bridge. The No-Build (Repair) alternative will maintain the existing substandard roadway width with no shoulders and curbs
that do not meet current safety standards. It will strengthen the bridge such that weight limits will not be imposed in the future to restrict heavy vehicles. It provides no relief
to vulnerability of ship impact and storm surge damages. The No-Build (Repair) alternative will require closure of the bridge for nine weeks and a detour via Anna Maria
Bridge or Ringling Bridge to maintain traffic during construction. Although this alternative is not a long-term solution for the project and does not provide any reduction in
openings or delays, it will remain under consideration throughout the remainder of the study process.
The Rehabilitation alternative was a longer-term, 25-year solution compared to the No-Build (Repair) alternative. Rehabilitation included full replacement of the
approach span superstructure, including all the concrete beams and the concrete deck, but kept the existing piles and foundations. It would have strengthened the bridge
such that weight limits would not be imposed in the future to restrict heavy vehicles. It would also have to maintain the existing substandard roadway width with the curbs
and no shoulders. It provided no relief to vulnerability of ship impact and storm surge damages and did not provide any improvement in levels of service, travel time, or
delays. Overall public opinion did not result in overwhelming support for the rehabilitation alternative. For these reasons, and considering other advantages and disadvantages, FDOT has dropped the rehabilitation alternative from further consideration.
The Build alternatives provide a long-term, bridge replacement solution designed to last up to 75 years following the 10-year repair project completed in 2015, or until
2100. The existing vertical clearance of the Cortez Bridge is 17½ feet at the Intracoastal Waterway. The U.S. Coast Guard establishes a 90-foot horizontal guide clearance
between fenders. However, FDOT is considering a 100-foot wide channel, which is a 10-foot increase over the existing condition, to match the clearance at Ringling Bridge
and the proposed Anna Maria Bridge.
In addition to the 21-foot vertical clearance drawbridge and the 65-foot vertical clearance fixed bridge, the FDOT developed a new Build alternative, a 35-foot vertical
clearance drawbridge. It is considered a compromise to people expressing a desire for relief from travel delays entering and exiting Anna Maria Island. The new alternative is
also an alternative height to the mid-level (45-foot vertical clearance) alternative with its 5.5% grade that requires flat plateaus along the sidewalk to meet Americans with
Disabilities Act design criteria. By doubling the existing 17½-foot vertical clearance, the 35-foot drawbridge alternative would reduce bridge openings by up to one-third. Its
proposed 4% grade would be more easily accessible to fishermen, pedestrians and bicyclists. Traffic delays would be reduced, yet the bridge height and grades would be
lower than the previously proposed 45-foot drawbridge alternative. Therefore, FDOT has dropped the 45-foot mid-level alternative from further consideration.

HOW THE BRIDGE WILL LOOK
All bridge replacement alternatives use the existing bridge to maintain traffic during construction and include the removal of the existing bridge once traffic shifts to a new
bridge. There are currently no plans to leave any portion of the existing bridge intact for recreational or any other use.
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We urge you to participate in this study and invite your
comments and questions. Please complete the enclosed
comment sheet and return it to us prior to the August 9th
public meeting, or you can submit it at the meeting. If you
would like to add a name and/or address to the PD&E study
mailing list, please contact:
Tony Sherrard
Project Manager
Florida Department of Transportation,
District Environmental Management Office
801 North Broadway Avenue | P.O. Box 1249 Bartow, FL 33831
863-519-2304 | antone.sherrard@dot.state.fl.us

Please detach before mailing comment sheet

SELECTION OF THE RECOMMENDED ALTERNATIVE

